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Abstract

To consider the problems in biological education, | asked students to classify the raw materials used to prepare food

on the basis of whether or not the materials are obtained from organisms. Two-thirds of the students did not classify

vegetables and grains as organic materials. This was despite the fact that these students are as familiar with the struc-

ture and function of plants as the rest of their peers. Moreover, all students have experience in plant cultivation. They

have observed the life cycle of plants. | considered the factors that are necessary for students to recognize plants as

organisms by examining students' reports that expressed fascination for microscopic observation of plant tissues or

cells and for observation of underground organisms.
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