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Abstract

This paper aims to propose a new curriculum in English grammar for junior high school students in Japan from a
generative perspective, pointing out troubles which we think the majority would have studying English grammar on
the existing curriculum. Focusing on what generative grammar has revealed on grammatical properties of verbal ele-
ments in English, i.e. be verbs, main verbs and modal auxiliaries, we discuss in what order and how these properties
should be introduced to English learners. Under the existing curriculum for junior high school students in Japan, stu-
dents proceed mostly in the following order: 1 BE verbs, 2 main verbs, 3 interrogatives and negatives, 4 wh-interroga-
tives, 5 pronouns, 6 the third person singular present affix -s, 7 present progressive, 8 the modal auxiliary can, and 9
the past form of main verbs. However, it is doubtful whether this order is most effective for students to learn English
grammar systematically. Especially, lower or elementary learners seem to face difficulties and obstacles in the order;
more precisely, it is tough for them to understand how to make negative/interrogative sentences including the position
of not, the inversion of be verbs and modal auxiliaries, and the usage of supportive do. It is possible that most of the
difficulties are reduced to the learning order and teaching methodology on the current curriculum.

What we attempt here is to provide a new curriculum in English grammar for junior high school students, on which
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a new teaching methodology in a modified order is proposed on the basis of generative grammar. First, we suggest

that the general sentence structure "Sub(ject) O Pre(dicate),” which should be modified by adding an element "a " to

form "SubO [a O Pre]," where a corresponds to be verbs, auxiliaries and affixes e.g. -s and -d. Next, we propose that

whatever a is negative/interrogative sentences are derived in the same procedure i.e. adding not to a , and moving

o , and that the difference of surface structure only comes from the property of affixes.

The presentation is organized as follows; we overview the current curriculum in English grammar for junior high

schools in Japan. Putting forth the significance of introducing "SubO [a O Pre]" form, it will be shown how we can

utilize the form proposed for teaching methodology.
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T: Oh, you play tennis.

ggooooog.

Let's talk about our favorite subject. I like
science. How about you, Ken?

I like math.

Oh, you like math. Everyone, Ken likes
math. He likes math. Let's talk about our
favorite sport next. | play soccer. How ab-
out you, Mari?

| play tennis.

Everyone, Mari plays

tennis. She plays tennis. Mio, you play ten-

nis, too. Right?

Yes.

Everyone, Mio plays tennis, too. Mari and
Mio play tennis.
goboooboobooobuoooboob, oo
ggboobooobooboooboobboon
0b0O0bOoboOo, 0000 mim-menO0 .

. Everyone. Let's talk about subjects again. |

say, "l like science," about me. | know Ken's
favorite subject and | say to Ken, "Oh,
you...?"

"... like math."

T: Then, | say to you about Ken, "Everyone,

S:

he...?"

"... likes math."

. Right. Let's practice. "He likes math."

"He likes math."
0000000 She plays tennis. 00000
ooooooooooo.

: How about Mari and Mio? "Mari and Mio

plays tennis?"

No. "Mari and Mio play tennis."

gbooooooobooboboboooboooboon
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gogoooon

S: "s"

goono

goboooobooooo.

ggoooooboooobo, oboobbooo

goooooboo. ooooooooooooo

gooo, bboobuooboboobo.

ggoboooobuooboooboobo, ooo

gooooobooobooooboooboon

.

ggoboooobuoobooobo, bbooo

goooooboobooobooog.
gobooooboobuooboboob, oboboobd
ug,o00,0,00b00boboobooboooobag
goo. dooo, oboobobooboo, boooobd
goboooboobuooboboobbooobooo,

ggoodoobooboobobooboobooo. g

00, 00000 -s,-es, 00, 00000 [s], [2]

gobooooboobuoobobo, boobbooobdg

uggd. ogobooboobobooboobooobag
goooooboobooobooboobooooobg

00ooooo. 0od play d plays, likeO likesO OO

oo, googoooo, sggogoobbobooooodg

goood, boobooobooboooo, obd

goodd s, ooouoouoooogg
good. bbb st ouoooooogg
gooooobooboooobooboobooooobg

. 0odb, obooboboobuoobbooobdg

ggooooob, oboobboobooboboooobda

goooooboooboobo, ooboobooooobd
ud, boobuooboooobuoooobo.
goo, dbbcanonboonobDO.
(7) gooooo
canJ O 0doooobOoobooooog.
u ggooooo, oboooboobbooo
o, 0.0000b0oooooo.
T: Do you have any members of the soccer team
in this class?

S: Kentaro.
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Is he a good soccer player?

Yes, he is.

| see. He is a good soccer player. In this case,
you also say, "He can play soccer well." Let's
change the topic. Who is a good English
speaker in this class?

Rio.

Well, she is a good English speaker. In this
case, you also say, "She can speak English
well."

ggoboooobooobooob, obbooo
ooood, mim-menOO.

Is Kentaro a good soccer player?

Yes, he is.

Please say, "He is a good soccer player."

He is a good soccer player.

And you also say,...?

He can play soccer well. . mim-men

O 00, She can speak English well.0 O O .
ggooooo, oboooboobbooo
oo, 0...000000obOobodo, mim-men
ood.

Rio, do you speak Chinese, too?

No, | don't.

Oh, you can speak English well, but you can't
speak Chinese. "can't" is "cannot." Then,
please say, "l can't speak Chinese."

| can't speak Chinese.

Everyone, please say, "She can't speak Chi-
nese."

She can't speak Chinese. - mim-men
goboooobooobbooob, bboooo
goooooboobooobooog.
gdbboooboobooobuooboboon
..oogo o o...obooobao
gooooobooboooooboon

can U can't

canJ cantd OO poooooogn

play OO

gobo, oobogoboo. oboobobooo
gogoogoob, oboooobo

udonltu

T:canO doOODOOODO, DOOODOOODO.
o000, OO0 heOOOOyouOOOO
canJO0O00Oo0oOooooO

S Qoogooo.

T: 0000000000 doODOOODODOO.
goono
gbooobooooboouobgcangon
ggboooobuooboooboo.
gooooobooobooooboooobo. O
gd, boobooboooob, obobbooo
gogoogoooo.

godbDcanO0O00OO0O, DODODODOOOOODOO,
godbooooboobuooboboobo. booobd
ggooooboo, oobbooboobobooooba
goooooobooo, oobbooobo, oo, ooobd
gdboodooboobuoobobooboobbooobg
O0‘ 00O, can0do00000O00OOOOOODOO
gooo, oboobooobooboobooooobd
oo00b, cacnO00O0D0O0OOOD doOOOOOODOO
00D0000o0oodoooooDooooon. cand do
gooooogd, canO0O0O00OO0DODOOOOO, doO
ooo, can0oooooooonobO, dooObog,
canoooooooboooobboooobobood
0,doO00OCD0O, ODODDODDOOOO. OOOOO, can
OdoOOODOOODOODDOODOODOODOOODOO
oooooo, doOO0OOOcanODODOOOODODOO
gooooooboo, ooooboooo.

000, 0000000000, New Horizon 1
ooooDOoO0bbeO0Od0OOODODOO, ODOODOO
can0J 0 O0Q0o0OOoOoOoOO, OO0 canOQoog,
000000 beOODOODODODOODOODOODOO.
ggoo, bboobooboboobooobo, obda
O, 000be000D0DOD0DOODOODOOODOO
ugd, ooboobuoobobo, boobooobdg
ggooooboobuoobobooboobooooba
googooo.

3. 0i0buooobuouobobon

ogooo, ooogoooboobobobooooog,
gboboboobooobooboobob. boooo, o
gboboboobooboobobobobobooooo
gbobobooooobooobooobooo.
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3.1 0000

000000000000 T (ense) DODOODOODO
00 (Tense PhrasedTP) OOOODO, QOODO0O
000000O00o@oooooooooooooo.

(8)  She can speak English.

9 [+ She [+ can [ speak English]]]
TOOODOODODOOOOOoOobOooooooo, (8o
gooobooobd0can TOOODODO. ODODOO
OO0 cnd0doooooooooooooo. 0oog T
oo0ooooDo sheO, OOO0OOOODODOOOOO
00 (Verb PhraseOVP) ODODOOOOOOO. OO
oooo, 0O (@) o, 0oooobooooooooag
godddddddduo, ooooooooooooo
O00O0. TOOOOOOoOooo, 8©®uooooo
gobodddddodooooooooooooooooo
goooooooo, oboboobobooboboo0O0 do
oo oo
goodo. doddooooo, ooooooooooo
O-s, beOOOODODOOTOOOODO.

O00, (WO00000000000000000.

(10 She plays tennis.
Woooooooooooooo, ooooo, ooo
goooo TOOooDOo, obbobooooooo
plays00000000O. OO0, O0ODOOOOOOO
good, oo, booooooo, oo
oo, Do o
) o

() [w She [+ -s [w play tennis]]]
0000000000000 oooooooo, oo
oo TOOO0DOOoOOoODOOooOOoOoO, Ooooooooo
goooooo. ogobooo, ooooooooo,
0000000o0ooooooooooooooos. 1
00, 0dddooooooooooooon shed
00, oo oooooo
TOUOOD. O00oooooooooooo, TOOOO
0000000 sheOOOOOOODODODODOOOO
go. odooooooooooooooo, Toooo
goobooobooobooobooobboooboo,
0J00000O0-sO0000000O0OO0®. oO-s0O
000000, 000000 (Affix Hopping) 00O
O000VOOOO playd 0000 playsd00000
ooOo, (Doooooooooooo.

goboooooooooooboo b20

(12 Affix Hopping
In the PF component, an unattached affix is
lowered onto the head immediately below it
(provided that the relevant head is a verb,
since tense affixes require a verbal host to at-
tach to) (Radford (2009: 98))

o0, 000 doODOOO@)Oooooooono
gogoogoo.

(13  She does not play tennis.
O00oo0o@uOoO0000 can D00 OO0OODO doesO
00o00oo0oooooooo. ooooo, oo
0o, DoooWoooooo’.

(14) [+ She [+ doO -s (does) [w not [ play ten-

nis]11]

Woo, TOODODODMOOO-sOOOOOO doO OO
o000, OD0OO000O00DbOO00deesOOOOoonOoO
ugg. odo, ggboobobooboobobooooba
000000000000 0O0. @ooooooooa
goood, boobuooboboobuoobbooobdg
ugd, bgobooboobbooboobooobag
00000000, WoOoOOoOOnotOOO-sO0O0O
pay0 000000000 OOOODODOOOOO.
ugoo, dd-sgobboooooboobobbooog
0o0odbO, 000 doO TOODODOODO.

OO0 bedOD0OOMWMOIDOODOODOODOOOO.

(15  John is a student.
beODODO, 000OD0ODOOODDOOODODOOODOO
00 doOODOOODOO, OODOODOODOOODOO
ggooooboobooob, oobooboooobda
gooooob. oo, bbb TOoooood
O, 0ooooooo®.

(16) [+ John [+ is [nesrreae @ Student]]]

(00 TOOODO beOO isO00OO00OO. ODOOO
ODDOo0oOoOoO0, beOOODDODOOOOODOOOO
ggooooobooboo, Tooobooboooobda
000 JdohnODO0OO0OOODOOODODOOODOOODOOO.
beJODDOODOOODODOOODODODOOOODOOODOO
0O, 0000000oooooogo, sgoogoo
gooooo.

3.2.00
o0oooO, Ooooobobbogo, 0ooOg, be
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gdbodoboboobuooboboobuoobbooobdg
O0oO0o0o0. OoogoOd, New Horizon 1O0O0OO
0ooooooooog, beOD 0000 0000
gobooooboobuoobobooboooboo, obd
J0000can-0000 -beDOO0DOODODOOOO
goo, ooboobooobooboobooooobg
godbooooboobuooboboobo. booobd
gooooooobbboocandoobbooog
odooooO0oO, 0000000000 dod be O
gdboooobouoooboono.

20000000, beOOODOODODOODODOOODO
gooooooboo, oobobbooboobooooobd
gdboodooboobuoobobooboobbooobg
ggoodo. goboobboobooboboooobag
0O, NewHorizon 10O, beOOOOOODOOOOO
gooo, bboobuoobobooboobo. obdg
ooDopooooooo, beOODODODOOODOODO
000000000000 0OO0O. beO0OO TOODOO
oooodoooobooboobob dooboonooo, O
o, o0oboobobbvidoododoooouoooooogg
000 doOODODOO. O0OO, beODOOOOODOO
g, oooobgooboo, bbboobbooobooo.
00pD0oooooooOdbeOoooooono, ODOO
goooooboobooooboooboo, boooobd
Od0O0OdoODODOObbeODOOOOODODOOOO,
ggooooobooobooobobooboo. oo, bo
0o0ooo0Obbed0ODOOODOODOOODOOOOO,
oo0booooOoobDOooDb, O0bOdbeoooooo
ggooooboobooboboobooboooobag
gooog.

gooooboooboobboog, 0bod can
oooodo, 0000000 0ooopDoogd doOdO
gooooob20b0000. 00boooo, obdg
odo0od0OO0o0obdoOd, ODOODOODOODOOODOO
gogooooob, obooobbooboobooo. g
oo, ooobboo0oogoboodcanoggd
o, ogobbooogogobboooog, oodg
dod beODODOODOOODODO, DOODDODODOO
gooo.

o0, 0000000 0o00DDbD -0000 -beO
gogobboooboboooobobooo . 1obbbdg
000, Dooooooo 20,020, 2200, 3)

0000, 0.000000, 0000050000
0o0O0000DO0Ooooood.
9 oCoo{ood
ooo{oooooy
ooo{0oooooyd
0Do0{00000000000000}
ooo{0o0oOoooooo}
(00 { }yOODOODOO, OODODOOOOOO,
0o, (WWOooooo, 00000000000000
oooooooo.
9 00oooo
ooooo, o@D o0000000000noooon
oooooooooo, (Woooo, Woooooo
ooooooo.
2 OO0OO[eDO0]
WooaD, 9, (), W, ODOODODODOO0OO TOO
gooo00oO00O0O0OoO0. 0oo0oo, 0od, 0o,
beJOOUOOOO. D0DOOOOO, OD0DODDOOO
DeO0O00OO0OOOO. OOOOO, OO, ODOOOO,
ooooM@oo { y000000oo. [ 10, a
00000000000, a000000000000
000000. 000, 00000000000000
00, 0000000000@WODO000000000
oDoooo.
QooO000DO00000DOO00OD, DO0O0O0Oo
0000000000 can 00000000000
000oD0. WOO0O0D000000000000000
0000000000000000. 000d canO
0J000O0ooo0, 0000000000000-s
00000000000. 00000, 0oooooo,
000000, D000e 00000000, 0DOOO
0000000000000 000000000. 00
00000000 0e 000000000000, OO
0000000000000 0O00O0O. 00o, 00
00000000, beDODODOOOOO. OOOODO
0o0o0o0O00O0, 0000000000 TOOOO
00, 00, 000000000 OO0OOOO, 000
00000000 be0ODDOOODODOOOO, OO
0000000000 00000D0000.
D00@O000Dcan 000000000 DOO
0.

@) John can play soccer.



QOO ODOoDoDO0O0O0O00OO0O0O00, 000 John, a
gooboouoboboobdcanobg. O
O00000000d playsoccerD00. a 00000
can] lO00OOO0DODOOOODODODOOOOOO. Ood
play 0 00000 O, soccer OO OO0 OOODODO
goood, 0000 jooooooooooooo
goo.0gdoo. boboooooooooog -sd
goddddd, oo o
goododdooooooooao.

00, 0000000@oOOoooooooo.

22 John plays soccer.
00000 300000000ooooo, Wwoooo
0000@WOOoOoooo0ooooooooon.

2)  John -s

od a oo

200000000000 playsOD OO0, OOOOO
o, 00-sgddoooobbbobbooooooog.
00000, 00 -sO0c 00000, QMOOOOooOoQO
O00canO00 playD 00 O0O0OOOOODOOODOO
godddddddd, oo oo
O00000O00o0. @ooooooOo, a0O0O0OO
goddddd, coddooooooooooooo
doo0oodooo, 0ooooooood playsooog
gooddd. dooooooooooo, oooooo
goododddddddo, boooooooo, oo
doooooooooooooooo, bedoooog
goddddooooooooooo.

Qoo0oo0oooooOooooOooooooooon,
0oWooo000oooooo

@) John  -ed

oo a aad

000000000000 -edOODO, ODOOOOO
000 playedD0O000OO0O0ODOO0O. ODOODOOODOO
00ooo0ooooooo, oooooooooo, @)
godddddddodooooooooooo.

play soccer.

play soccer.

25) I play soccer.
2 1 @
oo a od
WOO0O00, 0000000000000, aO00O0
O00e O playOooooo®.
OO0 bed0ODOO@OOODOOO.
@D John s

play soccer

a student.

goboooooooooooboo b20

oo a aad
OO000000000000000000000 be
goododddooooo, ooooooooooooo
00000000000. o000, beOoo, 23006
oo, oo oo
Jobddd.od0d0dooooooooooooooo
O, bed00000DOOODODOODOOODOOOO.

000000, Woooooooo, ooooooa
gododdooooooooooooooo. oo,
oo, ooooooooo
godddddddd . 0, U0l a O
JodopoooOoo0o, oooboobobooddeoOOd
goooo -sooooboooboboo. oo, oooog
goddddd, oo oo
goododdooooooooooo . ooo, ooo
1000000000000 000000 beOODOO
good, dddddo oo, oo o
goododdodo. oo, oooooooooooo
0, 0ddddddddddooooooooooooo
oo, ddddde oo, oo o
o000 O0O0O0O0OnotO0OO0OO0OOO, ODOOOO
oo, ddddddooooo . ogoooooooo
0000000, @oOo00o0o00oooooooon
0.

2  *John not is a student.

*Is John is a student?

*Does John plays soccer?

4. 00

gboooooooobooboboboboooooobogo
0000000000 NewHorizon1O0OOOOOO
gboboboooooboobobob, boooooo
goooo. obb, obboooooboDboO, New
Horizon 10 000O0O0O0ODO beOD 000000
UbOcanbobobooboobobOobOobobd can
-0000-be0O0OODODOOCO, ODOODODOO
gooboob.

gooo

Dikken, Mercel den (2006) Relators and Linkers: the Syntax
of Predication, Predicate Inversion, and Copulas, MIT
Press, Cambridge.



goooooooooboooobo 020 20140 30

Radford, Andrew (2009) English Syntax: An Introduction,

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

goooooboooooboooo

10

gooooo, o020 0Ooo oeo ooo, ooo
oo.

jjoo00oo0o0o00 UooOoopooooOo.
ONew Horizon English Course 10 O OO0 .

ONew Horizon English Course 10 000000, 000
0.

000000 00000000000000000000
ooo.
oooooooooo0O, 00, 00, 00, 000 40
0ooooo.
0000000000000O0@®0DO000o00ooo,
[oOOO], [00000000], [00000000
0], [00000000000O000000], [0000
00000000] 000005000, 0000000
there 00 000000000000000000O000
oo.
Unit3, Part200000000000, 0000000
ooo.

Obe0O0D 0 000000 DO0O0O0OOOODOO

0000000000, 0000000000000

0000000000o0ooo.
0000000, 0000000, 0000000000
0000 (D0000000000) 0O00.
0oOoO00Doo0, 00, 00000000000, 00
OyvouOOOODOOOOOODODOOOOOD, TOOO
0000000000, s00000, 00000000
O-ed00000.
000 not0O0ODOO0, 0000, VPOOOOOO.
O000D0 be0OODO TOOOODOOOOOOOOOODO
0, TOOOOOOODDODO00000000O0O0 (Den
Dikken (2006)). OO, (30000 beDOOOOOO, T
000000000000000000, 0000000
ONPOOOO PredPO0OODDOO0O.
00000000, «0000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000.
00000, 00D000000000000, 0000«
oooooo.
000000000, 0000000000000, 00
0000000000. 000, @oWoooooooo
0000 do000000, doDa 0000000000
0000 doesO did000. a 00000 -sO -ed O do
00000000000, 00000000000000
0.



